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Prepare for PARCC from a Tech Perspective 
Prepared for ESC Progress Network – September 2014 

 
Topic: Discuss why teachers need to integrate technology NOW in their classrooms to help students be successful 
on online tests in the spring. What particular “skills are a must” will be discussed. 

Specific Skills 

1 – Keyboard – not necessarily able to type but know where to find keys such as: 

 number pad/keys 

 touch pad 
 

2 – Basic skills 

 Drag and drop 

 Keyboarding (speed and accuracy) 

 Utilizing math functions 

 Playing videos 

 Copy, paste, cut, highlight as vocabulary and to do 
 

3 – Stamina 

 Working on a computer 

 Reading on a computer for extended period of time 
 (Common Core states, “"one page in a sitting in 4th grade, 2 pages in a sitting in 5th grade, 3 pages in a sitting in 6th 

grade") 
 

4 – Problem Solving for Technology, Students (and teachers) should know what to do when: 

 Headphones don’t work 

 There is no sound from video 

 Caps lock won’t turn on/off 

 Document freezes 
 

How can teachers prepare students? 

1 – Work in activities into existing curriculum – at least once weekly 
2 – Develop assessments using similar tools (DataDirector online assessments) 
3 – Use practice test features such as math computation boxes for teacher designed questions (Don’t forget the 
rulers and calculators) 
4 – Build stamina through multifaceted questions using online tools 
5 – Use some of the practice test from around the country. It doesn’t matter if they different things since it is the 
skills we are working on. 

 Virginia: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/ 

 Smarter Balance: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice‐test/ (Click on big ad in middle) 

 Georgia: http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum‐Instruction‐and‐Assessment/Assessment/Pages/OAS.aspx 

 Washington: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/statetesting/testquestions/testquestions.aspx 

 Internet4Classrooms: http://www.internet4classrooms.com/assistance.htm (This list other state tests as 
well) 

 PARCC Online: http://practice.parcc.testnav.com/#  click on drop down to choose Math or ELA 

 NEW! ODE videos for students: http://oh.portal.airast.org/ocba/students‐and‐families Click on Resources 

 http://s1.daumcdn.net/editor/fp/service_nc/pencil/Pencil_chromestore.html ‐ DAUM Equation Editor 
6 – Use online content resources aligned to Common Core so they align to Ohio New Learning Standards 

 http://illuminations.nctm.org ‐ Math 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/ ‐ ELA 
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 http://edsitement.neh.gov/ ‐ Humanities and ELA 

Skills Needed as Seen in Screen Shots of PARCC Practice Tests 
Specific skills on testing – Math 3‐5 Samples 

1 – Knowing how to navigate 

 

             
 

                 
 
 
Note: if the student is further down the page when selecting one of these tools, they will not see it because it 
inserts at the top of the page. 
 
 
2 – Making multiple choices for 
one question 
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3 – Answering multiple questions on one problem 
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4 – Knowing how to use math tools on questions 

 
Note: A teachers could take students to this screen and use it for their own questions posted on a slide, a 
document or on the board, giving students multiple opportunities to use the tools. 
 
Note this variation which could be overlooked: 
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Specific skills on testing – Math 6‐8 Samples 

5 – Calculators available on some questions, it auto-closes when you go to 
the next question 

    
 
6 – Using many math tools from drop down 
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7 – Plot on the map – means to click on map – how do they “undo” answer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
8 – Drag and drop and box size 
Note: the size of the receiving box looks like it only holds one answer but can grow to hold 2 or more. 

 

Note: Students need to know that 
simply clicking creates a plot 
point. 
 
To undo I found by clicking a 4th 
point a tiny pop-up appeared in 
top left corner in white on 
orange (difficult for these old 
eyes to read) In that box it said 
how to undo. 
 
You actually click on an existing 
point, it becomes “blurry” you 
click a new point and the old 
disappears. 
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Specific skills on testing – Math 9‐12 Samples 
9 – Added grids 

 
 
 
 
 
10 – Math options more detailed  

                    
 
 
11 – Menu bar on formula box changes 

 
 
12 – Pre-entered data allows for unlimited left-right typing, doesn’t wrap 
Note: The answer would not require this but it can disappear on practice test if too much info entered 
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Specific Skills on Testing ELA All Grades 

1. Scrolling stories, tiny scroll bar and drag and drop in order 

 
 
2 – Recognizing multiple things in relatively small area 

 Two tabs to read text 
 Menu part for text editing 
 Typing in text 
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3 – Referencing text clues such as Paragraph 23 and knowing what that 
means 

 
 
4 – Color indicating activity 
In this activity students drag these blue highlighted lines down to boxes in specific order. As the use a a 
line it becomes yellow. 
If they make a mistake, moving their mouse around will bring up the X to delete a text section. 
Note: There is a another example where they drag whole paragraphs 
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5. Knowing the difference between a tiny Radio button and a check box and 
reading for clues 

 Radio buttons (circles) allow for 1 answer only  
 Check boxes (squares) can have multiple answers  

o In this questions students were asked “Which two…” 

 
       
6. Students click on a highlighted sentence and it turns yellow. To unselect they click again. 
It will not permit multiple answers. 

  
 
7. Manipulating video for understanding and knowing what time codes mean and how to access.
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8 – Multiple tabs and Stamina 

 

In this questions there are 3 tabs to 
reference.  
 
Two tabs are text to read and one tab is a 
video to watch. 
 
The scroll bar is small, indicating there 
is more text as compared to a long scroll 
bar. 
 
The question wasn’t copied but it was to 
the right of this text box. 


